
Pattern Reviews VIII
 Beep, beep, beep, REALLY REALLY LONG BEEP. 
We interrupt Ball Gown Pattern Reviews Part 2, to bring 
you this special message . . .  BONNETS! Sorry, but 
I've always wanted to say that; Apologies for going out 
of sequence on these reviews, but anyone who has ever 
attempted to make a ball gown knows how much time 
one takes, let alone attempting to complete several.  So 
while we patiently wait for those little elves to finish 
our ball gowns, let me welcome you to part eight of 
our Pattern Reviews.  This month we are covering 
BONNETS and other HEAD WEAR. And yes, I agree 
with you if you just said are there patterns for bonnets. 
The answer is YES, IF you know where to find them.
    For those of you who are new to my review articles, 
I am trying to give my honest opinion of patterns that 
are available to reenactors just starting out, so that YOU 
don't waste your hard earned money on bad patterns 
or ones that are too difficult to understand, like I did 
when I first started reenacting.  I have enlisted the help 
of several close friends I call my "SECRET SEWING 
SOCIETY" and together we sew the patterns, compile 
our opinions, and let you know what we thought. We 
even include photos of the finished product when we 
can.  
 What specifically will the reviews tell you?
 Pros & Cons: any detail we think you’d need to 
know before buying the pattern. Plus what you may 
need to alter to make the pattern work better for you.
 Sewing Level: No sense buying a totally authentic 
bonnet pattern if you can’t understand the directions. 
 Sizing: Bonnet patterns usually are one size fits all. 
And then you measure your own head when making the 
form, etc. 
 Documentation: Are the patterns based on original 
bonnets or two bonnets combined? 
 Overall Satisfaction: We will rate each pattern  
 H Not worth your time
 HH Not so great
 HHH Average
 HHHH Good
 HHHHH GREAT!
   I have divided my series into several sections as Civil 
War Women have lots of layers.  The categories are: 
Undergarments -- Part I & Part II, Work Dresses & 

Aprons, Day/Best Dresses -- Part I & Part II, Evening 
Dresses & Ball Gowns-- Part I & Part II, Bonnets and 
other Head Wear, Outerwear, Wrappers, Riding Habits, 
Corsets, New/Missed Patterns, and of course the "Best-
Of-The-Best" Award Winners where we'll remind you 
of our top pattern choices.
 I will freely admit that I am not an avid milliner?  I 
did take a bonnet workshop to learn how to differentiate 
bonnet styles, make the forms, cover them, add trims, 
YEP I did all of that, and as soon as I forget about all the 
needle pricks on my fingers, the blood that accidentally 
met with the silk of my bonnet, and all the cursing I did, 
I'll start my second. 
 Disclaimer -- Making your own bonnet is not for 
the beginning/just learning to sew reenactor. Period 
Milliner's training took about 4 years and no pattern can 
replace practice and tricks that can only be learned by 
working with a trained person. (Well unless the pattern 
weighs about 4 lbs.)
 Bonnets require lots of hand sewing, über patience, 
and quite a bit of time, and while making your very own 
bonnet can be satisfying, buying one already made then 
having to make a new dress afterwards can be too!  But 
for now, I have allowed my Secret Sewing Society to 
test out these patterns for all of you brave souls who 
would like to attempt to make your own bonnet.  
 STEP 1: RESEARCH, RESEARCH, RESEARCH! 
We have done some of the work for you here with these 
patterns, but there are tons out there we haven't tested. 
Don't buy a pattern until you've seen a pic of the original 
bonnet it was designed after. 
 STEP 2: CONSIDERATIONS:
CONSIDER YOUR AGE -- Younger, high society 
women would have wore the latest bonnet fashions, but 
an older woman might still be wearing a bonnet she's 
had for a few years.
CONSIDER YOUR LOCATION -- Major cities such 
as New York, Philadelphia, and Washington D.C. would 
adopt trends quicker as they had more access to the 
newest shipments coming in.  Southern women would 
have been slower due to the barricades.
CONSIDER YOUR SOCIAL CLASS -- A working 
class woman would not have chosen a spoon bonnet to 
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work outside in but rather a wider brimmed sunbonnet 
to protect her face from the sun.  An upper class woman 
who would wear a bonnet would also have been 
carrying a parasol to protect her face from the sun.
FABRIC CHOICES -- A working class woman would 
not have had a bonnet or sunbonnet made entirely 
out of the finest silk, she would most likely have 
had a cotton or linen one. And in the same regards a 
woman of excessive means would probably have had 
a lavishly trimmed silk bonnet with the regards to the 
more trimmings the better.
 STEP 3: CHOICES, CHOICES, CHOICES. Brave 
women can choose to purchase a kit, all the materials 
needed, and within a weekend have a totally covered 
and trimmed bonnet. Somewhat brave women can 
purchase a kit and a pre-made bonnet form, and within 
a week have a finished bonnet.  Time is the one thing 
that will differ with every person.  If this is your first 
time making a bonnet, let me suggest to buy a straw 
form and practice trimming - straw forms were often 
purchased by women to try themselves.  Then once 
you get then hang of things, you can try making one all 
on your own.
 STEP 4: SUPPLIES.  Each pattern differs and they 
will tell you what you need. Most sites selling patterns 
also sell you everything you will ever need to trim and 
complete them.  
 Some lovely original bonnets that I have seen were 
made of silk, and had silk ribbon ties. Wide silk ribbon 
is sometimes difficult to find. Ties were normally 3-6 
inches wide and varied in lengths.  The end of the 
article will list a few sites I have found supplies on. 
These are not the only ones you can shop on, but it will 
give you a starting off point.
 Ostrich feathers are also quite popular on bonnets 
I've seen. And I must admit my favorite place to get 
them is EBAY. Buy the fluffiest ones you can find.
 STEP 5: MAKE IT YOUR OWN.  Each bonnet you 
make (or purchase for that matter) should compliment 
your skin tone and face, but most importantly fit your 
head.  Everyone has a different face shape and your 
bonnet should compliment you.

    This bonnet is really cute and 
    well made, but it doesn't fit
    my head well. The curtain in
    back was too short to cover my 
    hair or neck, and the dark
    colors did nothing to draw
    attention to my face. And the
    silk ribbons didn't add more 

SIMPLICITY #5740
MARTHA MCCAIN 
FASHION HISTORIAN
--OUT OF PRINT--  

Average Cost: $ 16.95
Sewing Level: Beginner

This pattern contains instructions
for three different head pieces, 
floral headpiece, hair net, and slat bonnet. This review 
will only be discussing VIEW C, the slat bonnet.

Materials Needed: 2 yds fabric, 3/8 yd center 
facing often in pink or blush to match skin, 3/8 yd 
interfacing, 1 3/8 yd soutache, thread, twenty-three 
3/8" buttons, erasable marking pen.

Pros: Bonnet ruffles are made with french seams to 
encase the seams. Corners of the bonnet are rounded 
and not square making it easier to attach the ruffle 
on a curved edge. The pattern even suggests leaving 
the ties long to allow the back to be placed flat for 
ironing.

Cons: Simplicity has technically discontinued this 
pattern (I am hoping because a new one is in the 
works), but until then surf EBAY and sutler row to 
get your hands on this great little pattern. 

Overall Satisfaction: HHHHH

color or draw attention.
Now this bonnet is much better
suited for me.  The outside is
still a dark color, but the inside
is an off-white and the orange
flowers on the inside draw your
eye in to my face. And if you 
look closely you can see the lace
curtain in the back touches my
shoulders and covers my neck well.
 One last hint, even though I like red flowers I would 
never put them in one of my bonnets as they tend to 
draw attention to the redness my cheeks have naturally. 
And Yellow flowers tend to make me look sallow, so 
be sure to pick flowers that compliment YOU!
 Ok enough chatter, let's get on with it, Welcome 
to What to Sew and What Not To Sew, Part Eight -- 
BONNETS and other HEADWEAR!



ELIZA CORETTA -- a three-piece bonnet with a flat 
back. Pattern includes two different shapes for early 
1860's impressions.

Pattern -- $ 16.00
Kit -- $ 44.00
Deluxe Kit -- $ 77.00
Buckram Trimmed -- $ 185.00
Buckram Untrimmed -- $ 145.00
Straw Trimmed -- $ 160.00
Straw Untrimmed -- $ 85.00

FLORA FRANCINE -- a three-piece bonnet with a flat 
tip sits far back on the head. It first appeared in fashion 
plates in 1855. Available in two shapes for late 1850's 

impressions.

Pattern -- $ 16.00
Kit -- $ 44.00
Deluxe Kit -- $ 77.00
Buckram Trimmed -- $ 185.00
Buckram Untrimmed -- $ 145.00
Straw Trimmed -- $ 145.00
Straw Untrimmed -- $ 100.00

MIDLRED AUGUSTA -- a three-piece bonnet with a 
flat back, is the classic fashionable spoon bonnet of the 
1860’s. Pattern has three flare & height variations.

Pattern -- $ 16.00
Kit -- $ 44.00
Deluxe Kit -- $ 77.00
Buckram Trimmed -- $ 185.00
Buckram Untrimmed -- $ 145.00
Straw Trimmed -- $ 145.00
Straw Untrimmed -- $ 100.00

JULIANA ROSE -- Initially low brimmed, the bonnet 
sat far back on the head.  The brim rose as the 1860’s 
approached. Available in three different depths to span 
the mid 1850's and early 1860's.

Pattern -- $ 12.00
Kit -- $ 39.00
Deluxe Kit -- $ 58.00
Buckram Trimmed -- $ 170.00
Buckram Untrimmed -- $ 130.00
Straw Trimmed -- $ 125.00
Straw Untrimmed -- $ 85.00

LAVINIA RUTH -- A family of bonnets spanning the 
late 1840's to the early 1860's. The bavolet juts from the 
bonnet points to the middle of the bonnet and rounds the 
crown.  Available in four levels of depth and flared to 
span the 1840's and to the early 1860's.  

Pattern -- $ 12.00
Kit -- $ 39.00
Deluxe Kit -- $ 58.00
Buckram Trimmed -- $ 170.00
Buckram Untrimmed -- $ 130.00
Straw Lined w/ bavolet -- $ 115.00
Straw 1/2" hemp braid -- $ 85.00

*Note: BAVOLET is a French word that simply means 
the lace or ribbon flounce that was added at the nape 
of the neck.

Now these next patterns will be a different format than 
our normal reviews. I noticed all five of my sewers were 
saying the same thing about each pattern. 
     All the patterns are from www.TimelyTresses.com  
and they are available in several forms:
(1) Pattern -- Pattern and instruction booklet.
(2) Kit -- Pattern and instructions, buckram, wire, wire 
connectors, crinoline tape, interlining, crinoline head 
liner, cotton netting, curved needle, and bonnet box.
(3) Deluxe Kit -- Pattern and instructions, buckram 
bonnet form (pre-made), interlining, crinoline head 
liner, cotton netting, curved needle, and bonnet box.
 PLUS if you purchase a pattern or kit, you will need 
some tools: Wire cutters, wire crimpers, curved and 
milliner's needles, some kind of masking tape and of 
course pins.
 And for you "non-bonnet makers" don't fret if you 
fall in love with a specific pattern style, Timely Tresses 
also offers to custom make these bonnets for you. With a 
4-6 week delivery time, you can get any of these patterns 
made: (A) Buckram bonnet Trimmed; (B) Buckram 
bonnet Untrimmed; (C) Straw bonnet Trimmed; (D) 
Straw bonnet Untrimmed. You can visit their website 
for more details in custom ordering.
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Our Secret Sewing Society were not provided with kits 
or anything to make their job easier. Each was simply 
given a pattern and they had to test each pattern fully. 
Each sewer provided their own supplies and tools. 

STEP ONE -- BONNET FORMS
Bonnet forms took an average of 1-2 hours for our 
experienced milliners, so a first-timer should allow 
more time. Probably closer to 2 1/2 to 3 hours just to 
make the form.

Here is the Juliana Rose Form. The pattern pieces were 
traced onto the buckram and them the main body was 
cut out. Our secret sewer used 18 gauge milliners wire 
and attached the main body with a blanket stitch. The 
pattern suggested first attaching the wire with masking 
tape, but she chose to do it free hand. CON #1 is 
regarding the instruction booklets.  Our Secret Sewing 
Society would have liked to have had more illustrations 
specifically noting where to attach the wires to the 
crown pieces and where the wires should be stitched.  
If you attach the wires at the wrong place the crown 
dimples and you have to restart.  Time Estimate was 1 
1/2 hours.

Here is the Lavinia Ruth 1850's Flared Form. Our 
secret sewer attached the milliners wire by machine. It 

was much faster and easier than hand stitching.  After 
applying the wire they attached 1/4 inch bias tape.  
REPEAT OUR FIRST CON HERE.  Our sewer had 
trouble attaching the wire, and ended up wiring the 
crown but attached it on the outside by basting and 
using straight pins, then decided that was too difficult 
and restitched it on the sewing machine. Time Estimate 
was 1 1/2 hours.

CON #2 is regarding the views available on the website. 
In addition to side views, we would like front views be 
available as well to help with choosing which pattern 
style would best suit our needs.  The website also only 
features pics of finished bonnets, pics of the forms 
themselves would be helpful as you can plainly see 
the differences here. Once a bonnet is trimmed it gets 
harder to tell the difference.

STEP TWO -- CONSTRUCTION
Watch out when purchasing supplies. A call for fine 
mulled muslin is not a cotton flannel. Mulled muslin is 
a much finer material, like a brushed cotton.

There is very little guidance on covering the outside, 
and what is there takes about 3 readings before it even 
clicks on what to do.  So again we will emphazise the 
instruction booklets would be better with more pics to 
help illustrate the points.

There is no mention on how to trim the inside, so you 
are left to your own vices there. 

We did receive an email from TT telling us that the seam 
allowance was already added for the bavolet piece. 
It was not written on the pattern piece, but will be on 
the next pattern printings.  If you add additional seam 
allowance, the curtain will be too long.

The instructions in all the patterns seemed to be the 
same, but each had a slightly different shape. The 
shapes are good for late 50's /early 60's bonnets.  The 
covering method for all the bonnets is what is called 
"flat covered".

A milliner's apprentice in the 19th century went through 
a 4 year training period, so it is not realistic to expect to 
be able to make a fully authentic bonnet from a 10 page 
booklet.  The instructions walk you through making a 
good approximation of a period bonnet frame, albeit 
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EXAMPLE #3 is from the Juliana Rose pattern. This 
bonnet is covered in a royal blue and black plaid wool. 
it is lined with small window pane sheer cotton weave.

STEP THREE -- TRIMMING
As you can see from the above examples, trimming can 
be whatever you make it. They can stay plain, be as 
simple as bows and feathers, or be bows, feathers, fruit, 
flowers. Whatever you want.  
The more you look at pictures of original bonnets, the 
more you will see the same variations as we have here. 
Some were plain, and others were trimmed excessively. 
Depending on your social class.

DOCUMENTATION:
Dating original bonnets can be difficult. Unless there 
is a diary within a bonnet box, experts have to rely on 
what data is currently available. Bonnet forms changed 
a lot between the 1840s to the 1870s.  Our authenticity 
experts had the following concerns based on originals 
they have in their private collections or had personally 
examined that were conclusively dated. Also note that 
I never say "ALL" but most as there might be one out 

with modern methods.  
Deconstructed period bonnets do not show the same 
construction methods.  In particular, we felt that using 
a fully buckram stiff brim changed the look and feel of 
the bonnet to make it less authentic. (We have not been 
able to find examples of buckram brim bonnets dated 
to "our" period, they were used in the 40's and early 
50's, but by the 1860's the brims seem to have been 
exclusively made with wire frame construction, until 
bonnets changed again about 1865.)

EXAMPLE #1 is from the Mildred Augusta pattern. 
Our secret sewer chose to make the brim with wire and 
crinoline.  They also eliminated the step of binding all 
the edges on the form.  
This bonnet is covered in a dark purple silk velvet and 
has a gold silk taffeta curtain. 
Our secret sewer didn't really like the way the curtain 
was attached, but followed the directions anyway.

EXAMPLE #2 is from the Lavinia Ruth pattern.  This 
secret sewer chose to cover the bonnet in a black velvet 
and trim it with black ribbons and a black feather plume 
and bow on the side.



there that we just haven't seen or found documentation.
Our experts questioned the authenticity of an 1860's style 
bonnet with a full weight buckram brim. Most originals 
they'd seen were a wire frame covered in crinoline or a 
cotton netting.

Our experts questioned the authenticity of an 1860's 
bonnet that had piping trim on it.  Most originals that 
had piping trim were from the 1840s or 1850s.  Some 
1860s have a strip of fabric that looks like piping, but 
there is usually no cord inside it, so it lies flat and not 
round.

Our experts questioned the authenticity of using glue 
and the interlining etc.  These may be more modern 
millinery methods.

OVERALL SATISFACTION on all the above 
bonnet patterns: HHHH

WHERE TO FIND SUPPLIES
Depending on how you want to trim your bonnet, 
you can find supplies just about 
everywhere, here are a few sites 
that I personally like:

www.TimelyTresses.com
has the BEST SELECTION of 
velvet leaves, and hand made silk 
and cotton flowers I've ever seen.

Here are pics of the peach dahlia 
and green/violet velvet leaves.

www.EBAY.com
is where I normally find the silk ribbon and feathers.  
You can also sometimes find glass beads and glass 
grapes to use.

WHERE TO BUY BONNETS
If you are a non-bonnet-making-person (like me) here 
are two more sites that I have purchased bonnets and 
other hair pieces from in the past and have been 100% 
satisfied with the results.

www.VictorianTreasuresByMary.com
 www.Originals-By-Kay.com

Pea SECRET SEWER "HORROR STORIES"
This is a question I sent out to my Secret Sewing 
Society around Halloween.  You still cannot know who 
they are, but here's the stories they came up with. So if 
you've ever spent an entire evening ripping out a sleeve 
because you sewed the left arm in the right hand hole, 
read on and see what we came up with . . .
 . . . I had spent three weeks hand beading a shawl for 
a dress. I took special care to wrap it in bubble wrap 
for the flight.  When I got there the airline had been so 
rough with it, that within the bubble wrap the beading 
had been slightly destroyed. I spent my first night sitting 
in my bed and breakfast rebeading it with dental floss, 
because that was all I had with me.  Well at least I 
smelled minty fresh because it was mint flavored floss!
 . . . When my mother flew out to sew my wedding dress 
and I was helping her, I'd gotten so used to sewing CW 
seams (1/2") that I sewed together the bodice using 1/2" 
seams instead of 5/8". It doesn't sound like that big a 
deal, except that the bodice had 8 pieces, so I ended 
up with a bodice 2" too big -- She kicked me out of the 
sewing room.
 . . . I made two underground railroad quilts before my 
own digging into the subject convinced me that no such 
animal existed.  A lot of time expended for naught.
 . . . How about spending 20 hours sewing a dress for a 
client only to have them come to try it on and it didn't fit 
because they'd gained or lost weight and FORGOT to 
tell you!
 . . . I spent forever making this one dress out of a 
gorgeous silk and wore it proudly to my event. When I 
took it to the drycleaners I specified it was silk, but when 
I returned to pick it up, apparently they hadn't marked it 
silk and they had shrank it 3 dress sizes, TALK ABOUT 
BEING MAD!!!!!

 The next article will be OUTERWEAR, then we 
will flip-flop back to Ball Gowns. Patience will be your 
virtue on this one we promise!
 My Secret Sewing Society and I will continue to 
keep sewing, and look forward to filling our closets 
with new stuff! 
 Each new review might include new season stuff as 
well, as the major name brands have new patterns due 
out in Spring/Fall seasons.  So if you see a pattern # and 
cannot find it in stores check EBAY. If a new pattern 
comes out midseason and we've passed that layer, one 
of my last articles will cover "missed patterns".
 If for any reason you miss one of the reviews, don't 
fret.  The last article in my series will highlight our top 
picks from every category.
 Please feel free to contact me if you know of a 
pattern line we are missing. I love new patterns! And if 
you happen to see me out & about stop by to chat, I'd 
love to hear your opinions on dress patterns too! I listen 
to it all: the good, the bad, and the ugly.



MEET CHERI FRY
She lives in a small ranch style
house in Jacksonville, IL.   
Her new home is much closer to 
work, and has a fully functional
sewing room that is completely
filled with fabrics and trims. 
   Cheri lives with two male cats 
that she has rescued. They are 
always near her feet as she sews. 
They love playing with any trims or ribbons that may 
happen to fall off the table.
   Cheri has been Civil War reenacting since June 
2004. Her main interest is women's clothing. Cheri 
does both a middle-upper class & working class 
impression.
     Cheri's real life job is as a Graphic Arts Specialist 
for Bound to Stay Bound Books in Jacksonville, IL.  
BTSB specializes in binding quality children's books 
for schools and libraries.  www.btsb.com
   Cheri is a driving force behind Veterans 
Remembered, which honors veterans from all wars.     
She is also on the General Grierson Days committee. 
More information can be found on these committees 
on a web site she designed www.griersonsociety.org


